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Winning a battle, losing the war in workers' comp? Anti-employer forces are gearing up for a
roll-back attack, threatening our hard-earned reductions in insurance premiums. Help us elect
candidates that will protect our gains. Contribute now to ChamberPAC — Amplifying the Voice
of Business. More at www.calchamber.com/chamberpac.

September 14, 2006

Today's Top Story — Chamber Opposes Proposition 90

The California Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors has voted to oppose Proposition 90, the
November ballot measure that will increase costs for government regulations through restrictions on
eminent domain.

Today's Headlines — These stories and more are available at www.calchamber.com

Public Affairs/Politics:

e Behind-the-Scenes Shell Game Marked Punitive-Damages Plan
Others, however, such as the California Chamber of Commerce, are flatly opposed. They have
a different perspective: They contend that jurors could easily learn of the split-recovery statute.
That, in turn, could boost the level of punitive damages — either to give more to the plaintiff, or
to give more to the state, which has well-known budget problems. "There is a concern that the
bill would hurt efforts at punitive-damage reform by making the state dependent on them as a
revenue source," said Chamber spokesman Vince Sollitto. It would "interfere with the integrity of
court proceedings by encouraging juries to award punitive damages as a means of financing
government." Capitol Weekly

- See More Articles on Public Affairs/Politics

Human Resources/Health & Safety:

e Health Benefits Measure Vetoed
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Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger vetoed a bill Wednesday aimed at mega-retailer Wal-Mart that
would have required employers with more than 10,000 workers to spend at least 8 percent of
total wages on health benefits. Business groups opposed the measure — SB1414 by state Sen.
Carole Migden, D-San Francisco — as an unfair tax on the state's 69 largest employers who
would either pay out the 8 percent or pay an equivalent amount to the state. Schwarzenegger
called the bill a "job killer." San Francisco Chronicle

- See More Articles on Human Resources and Health and Safety

The Economy:

e Federal Debt Up $64.6B in August
The federal government ran a $64.6 billion deficit in August, the Treasury Department reported
Wednesday, pushing the federal deficit to $304.3 billion for the first 11 months of the fiscal year.
The August figure was slightly below the forecast of the Congressional Budget Office, which
projected a gap of $67 billion. MarketWatch in the Monterey County Herald

- See More Articles on the Economy

Environmental/Agriculture:

e Environmentalists Deciding to Sit Out Trans-Bond Fight
Environmental groups, lured by the prospect of more than $4 billion for public-transit projects,
are backing away from opposing the massive transportation bond on the November ballot. The
environmentalists also are daunted by the nearly $7 million in campaign funds amassed by the
bond's supporters. Capitol Weekly

- See More Articles on the Environment/Agriculture

International:

e World Needs Clearer Rules to Avert Trade Rows: UN
The world needs clearer rules to judge when trade curbs on environmental or health grounds
are justified or are simply protectionist, a U.N. study said on Thursday. Transatlantic trade
tensions could worsen without a common understanding of a "precautionary principle" in
environmental law that is often invoked to allow trade barriers such as the European Union ban
on U.S. genetically modified food, it said. Reuters in the Washington Post

- See More Articles on International Affairs

Infrastructure/Education:

e Airport Wins Fuel Farm Grant
The Federal Aviation Administration has approved a $4.3 million grant to build a fuel farm at San
Bernardino International Airport. Larger fuel-storage facilities are essential for the airport if it is
going to serve regularly scheduled air carriers. The planned fuel farm would initially hold
150,000 gallons of jet fuel on a two-acre site. It could later be expanded to 500,000 gallons.
San Bernardino County Sun

- See More Articles on Infrastructure/Education

Opinion/Editorial:

e Power Play
New air-quality rules that treat power plants as essential public services recognize Southern

California's need to boost energy supplies. Starving the region of electricity in the cause of clean
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air furthers no rational public policy goal. Riverside Press-Enterprise

- See more Opinion/Editorial Articles

More stories available at www.calchamber.com

Be prepared for an emergency!
See these tips for businesses and homes from the state Office of Emergency Services.

Thank you for your support. We hope you enjoy the convenience of having this news link delivered to
your e-mail box each day!

Note: The Daily Headlines provide a glimpse of current events for selected topics. Some newspapers listed require the viewer
to register for free in order to view the entire article. After some time, most papers file older stories in their archive section.
Access to those stories may require that you pay to view them.

The California Chamber website is updated daily. Top stories from previous days can be accessed, free of charge, in the Daily
Headlines archive.

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact Christine Haddon at
(916) 444-6670 ext. 289.

California Chamber of Commerce - 1215 K Street, Suite 1400 - Sacramento, CA 95814 - (916) 444-
6670

You are receiving Daily Headlines because you have registered for this weekday selection of news stories from major California
newspapers. If you would like to discontinue this service, you may unsubscribe.

If you believe that you received this message in error and/or do not wish to receive further emails, please click here.
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